The District 1 councilwoman reed excerpts of 
correspondence she had received from residents 
surrounding the turbines. 

"Our dream of sitting outside behind our house enjoying 
some peace and quiet no longer exists,:^ 0 said a resident 
of Flat River Road. "We sit on the deck at night and alt we 
can hear are the windmills. We open our bedroom window 
and all we can hear are the windmills. There is not one day 
that goes by that we don't hear it. The ones who benefit 
from it don't have to deal with the effects of these 
windmills." 

Carlson quoted another resident of West Long Bridge Road, 
who said they were experiencing issues with shadow flicker 
from the propellers of the turbine, particularly when the 
sun is setting. The home owner requested that the turbines 
be shut down during that time on a daily basis, citing the 
town's existing wind energy ordinance. 

'purtrig the time of shadow flicker; the wind energy facility 
sha II be 'shut : down rso as to ; e Ei m inate ;s hado w:f lickef 
issu es;T the; ordlna nee re ad s. "Th epres enc e of shad 0 w 
fl i ck e r sh afl i he .-me as li re d a t T h ep fo pe rtyh o u rid ary I i he s 
.and at : : 3ocB'tlon$'witbjn2,6.fee’tofttie- w ifid:.er>efgy 


The ordinance afso indicates that the applicant, when 
proposing the turbines, is required to prove that the flicker 
effect will not have "significant adverse impact" on the 
neighboring properties. 


Td like to know what the hell we're going to do about 
this," Carlson said, apologizing for the language. "These are 
tax payers. They're not getting anything from these 
turbines, and it's time to take notice and listen. We need to 
do it now." 


Ca r Iso ri alsopoi nted putthattheterwn's b w n poise 
ordinance says that excessive poise degrades qliiality of life: 







P CFor the people who move out to Greene and Western 
Coventry, they're out there because they want a country 
rural lifestyle without a fot of noise/" she said. 

Town Manager Graham Waters said that he has referred 
the complaints to the zoning department, and some even 
to DePasquale himself, who Waters said requested to be 
put in contact with residents who experience issues with 
the turbines, 

Tve made no qualms about interfering on behalf of 
residents/" Waters said. "But I feel that if Mr. DePasquale 
can Intervene first and take care of their issues directly and 
have a direct line of conversation with them, I think that 
would be the most beneficial/" 

"We"re not supposed to rely on him to do something for 
the residents when we already have an ordinance," Carlson 
replied. 

Waters said that because the turbines were constructed In 
May of 2016 and have just recently come online, he has 
been referring complaints to the zoning department for 
further investigation. 

The same homeowner who reached out to Carlson 
regarding the shadow flicker also informed her that water 
from the wetland abutting their property was backing up 
and overflowing a segment of a nearby access road under 
which Wind Energy Development had installed a conduit 
for the turbines. The resident feared that the continued 
erosion of the road would lead to exposure of the electrical 
conduit which was installed in October of 2015. When the 
individ ua I contacted DePasquaFe, they were told a 
depression would be made in the newly installed road to 
allow for proper drainage, but it was never actually made. 

"The culvert that Wind Energy constructed has become 
blocked, causing the water to back up and flow over the 
road itself, washing out the dirt and gravel covering the 
road." 

Carlson said the Department of Environmental 
Management was able to acquire a cease and desist notice 


because Wind Energy Development was not issued permits 
to modify the wetland in the area. She called the incident 
"disturbing/ and asked that a town official conduct an 
Inspection of the area. 

"What I would like a zoning official to go out there and 
finally look at this/ she said. "Somebody from the town 
should be there checking our Chapter 200 which is our soil 
erosion chapter." 


htt p ■ //www. kd It. co m/2017 /Q4/04/1 i n co I n -co u nty- 
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Lincoln County Increases 
Restrictions For Wind Turbines 

April 4, 2017 SOUTH DAKOTA 

S ydney K ern _ _ _ _ 


CANTON, S,D. - It was a tough night for a company that 
wants to build a wind farm in Lincoln County. 

County com miss! oners approved some zoning changes. 

Dakota Power Community Wind wants to build a farm with 
nearly 300 turbines. 

But commissioners voted to put some tougher restrictions 
□n how quiet they have to be, Dakota Power wanted a top 
noise limit of 65 decibels, but commissioners set the limit at 
45 decibels. 

The com pany says that is unrealistic based on a study they 
conducted testing the current noise in the county. 


'The noise level ranged from 36,4. DBA to 51,3 DBA, so in 
some areas the decibel level was already exceeded before 
we even did anything," says Rob Johnson, with Dakota 
Power Community Wind. 

Commissioners also discussed a second zoning change. 

This one dealt with the setback distance, which is how far 
the turbines have to be from public roads and homes. 

The current distance is 1,320 ft,, or three times the height 
□f the turbine. 

The j? lanhfri^'Sprn jnl^i on f^'cbrrirn prided; in creasing' itfo 

5, :: 2tipS:^ 

The county commissioners said this decision Isthe toughest 
they'll have to make, since it could determine whether or 
not Canton and surrounding cities could grow in the future. 

They decided to table it for now, so they can look into more 
research on the topic, 

Dakota Power Community Wind says they can deal with the 
noise restrictions, though It will make their project much 
more difficult. 

But they said if the county adds setback restrictions, then 
they will have to kill the project. 

http: // n o rt hcou ntrv no w.com/ne w s/cit i ze ns-o p po se d - 
pa ri shvi 11 e-a n d - ho okfnton - wi n d -tu rbi ne s-vent- p i lot-tax- 
and-lease-agreement 

Citizens opposed to Parishville 
and Hopkinton wind turbines 
vent PILOT, tax and lease 
agreement concerns to 
legislators 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 -11:46 am NEW YORK 



By MATT LINDSEY 


CANTON - Members of the Concerned Citizens for Rural 
Preservation attended a SC Lawrence County Legislature 
meeting Monday to dispute claims made by an 
environmental health scientist and business developer 
relating to proposed wind turbines. 

Four community members. Will Dailey, Lucia Dailey, Gary 
Snell and Lori Withered all spoke at the meeting during a 
public comment period disputing claims made by Avangrid 
associates Christopher 01 Ison, an environmental health 
scientist, and Scott McDonald, a business developer. 

Otlson and McDonald made the presentation to legislators 
March 27. 

Avangrid, a subsidiary of Iberdrola, is heading the North 
Ridge Wind Farm which calls for about 40 wind towers, 
about 500 feet high, to be constructed on land in 
Hopfcmton and Parlshville. 

The concerned citizens group opposes claims made that 
property values do not decrease when a wind farm moves 
into an area. They also say Avangrid em ployees have had 
contact with school and town officials relating to Payment 
In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) contracts vers us taxes, Other 
concerns were clauses contained in lease agreements and 
wind power taking money away from the Robert Moses 
Power Dam. 

Will Dailey expressed concerns about a confidentiality 
clause and right to terminate clause he read in a lease 
between a landowner and Avangrid. 

H^ tpld legisi.atOd ; 3^ndpwners'^ish jfo dopiplairi; 
publicly abp'dt ]ssu es (such is.noise;iyisbal irnpalrment.or 
fl Eckeringthd':) ightj;:t hat they.( (ajidoy/ii'e fjsj : >vb’u.Eci .hay^.to 
submit Tbm'pl^intsb j rectly .to. Ava ngrid befq re It could be 
p ri rited forth e pu bli tfo see.; 

"You should read the lease agreements - they are a hoot," 
Dailey said in an interview with North Country This Week 
April 5, His wife, Lucia, was also interviewed. 



He says the agreements do not allow landowners to 
terminate their lease, but includes the option for the wind 
company to do so, 

Mr. Dailey says an Amish friend of his bought land a few 
years ago that had a tease agreement. The Amish man was 
allegedly told by an Avangrid representative that he could 
in fact get out of the agreement, a contradiction of what his 
agreement states. 

M ] don't know if all of these leases are the same/* Mr. Dailey 
said, "Neighbors should be getting together to discuss the 
leases and 1 am not sure that Is happening- 2 

Mr. Dailey s wife, Lucia, says claims that wind farms do not 
decrease property values are false. 

"They say there is no decrease - but when property values 
are going up everywhere else and remaining the same near 
wind farms - that shows property values decrease near 
wind farms/' she said, So although property values may not 
decrease on paper, with other property values rising in 
other parts of the state, land near wind farms does not 
increase in value at the same rate, according to studies the 
Dailey's have read, 

il^ fo y: Rti >? (ry ^e^receivinjg 

help from oth er towns, i n cl udl iig Atefm.dpt; fyl assachu.settsi 
SInd farms or 

wh b are faidng th e sa me:situatiq n, n.bvy.; 

us withlnformati orva bout the he alth effects from the 

. ..... 

e^ecadsethdy couldn't stand 

thehi anymore ^ 

She also said people from nearby Chateaugay have 
approached the group warning them about property 
values. The couple claims that they have been unable to sell 
their home for anything dose to what they put into it, all 
because of wind turbines in the area.. 


Mrs. Dailey says that Avangrid officials have informally 
contacted local officials about PILOTS, According to Mrs, 
Dailey, Avangrid representatives stated they have rot had 
contact with local officials. She says Parlshvllle Town 
Supervisor Rodney Votra said he was approached about 
PILOTS. He allegedly made the comment at a town hall 
meeting, 

"We are pretty sure/ Avangrid has had private, individual 
meetings with the superintendent and the Hopkinton town 
supervisor, she said, 

Mrs. Dailey said she believes school and town officials saw 
PILOTS as free money if the project does happen. She says 
information they've gathered shows that PILOTS would not 
provide the same financial gain for the area as taxes would. 

Staying with the financial impact on the region, Mrs. Dailey 
says wind turbines would have an impact on the Robert 
Moses hydropower dam in Massena. 

Mrs, Dailey says she was going door-to-door discussing 
wind power and a power worker told her the power dam 
would have to cut back its production so it would not 
overload the grid. 

She says studies have shown that wind turbines generally 
produce just 20 to 25 percent of their capacity, "it is 
unreliable and not that efficient." "Why take on a project 
that pays taxes to basically offer a subsidy to the wind 
company,? D Dailey asked, 

M r. Dailey said It was "nice of the legislators to put up with 
the public coming to meetings," "I am hopeful they 
{legislators) will bring themselves up to speed," 


htt p: //www .fa i rm □ ntse ntin e I, com / news/I o ca l- 
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Citizens oppose wind farm 
project 

Apr 6, 2017 



Anna Boettcher Staff Writer MINNESOTA 


BLUE EARTH — Representatives of the Coalition for Rural 
Property Rights spoke before the Faribault County 
Commission this week, presenting opposition to a proposed 
industrial wind energy installation in the county. 

Citizens packed the commissioners room at the Courthouse 
to voice their concerns regarding placement of wind 
turhines. 

The current setback for non-participating residences is 
1,0D0 feet. The average rotor diameter of wind energy 
turbines has been steadily increasing, leading many citizens 
to believe the current setback requirement is not enough 
to protect non-participating lands and residences, 

Th j£Coal it i p nrdq upste'd ';;b'6.a rd ■ cphsiddri here £s j ng' 

setbacks Tr^rndn^particiba ting tiwej] ings'to; ipiim'es-the 
rotor,d jameteh.ofthe wi ndturbi n e-to ;be iin sia I ieid; : Which; is 
comparabie to the ordiriarice adopted bi GoodKtieVCounty, 

p lace ment of the wl nd turbin es is infri ngi ng ■ on>t he rr rights i 
Com m umty m e mbefs d fsussed several po ints rega rd ing 
the wind,tt|rbine place m e nt, ipefud i ng I Emltatio n s on 
h u nting .f!jg his,; f i rea rm; use/ iagrkqitu raj p rosperity a nd 
resid epts 1 jj£££f : iife ;Jhey: : £i£| idybid |rjgrs'c^ 1 e rysri ri 
tu rbines : can' cause: harm Tq/peppl e-in the for hr o f loss of 
enjoyrne ntdfprdpertyt hrough addednoise T shadowflickeh 
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p bj ed;,: ; roughly:th esizepfaBoP I tig 7 4 7, over.400fee t jn 
theraj r-co'n sta ri t |y' -m ovi tig''W i t hi ni,000tb 1;500. feet of 
them, sa id; or e : resld ent) 


Carolyn Zierke offered her perspective on the proposed 
wind turbines: 

'By allowing growers to protect their crops during the most 
important time in a plant's life, it means, for you as a 
county, an additional local revenue of over $3,$ billion by 
not placing 120 turbines on productive farmland ... Why are 
counties overlaying an industrial zone on top of a 
productive agricultural zone? This county has the highest 









producing ground in the stateDon't compromise the soil 
structure that these growers have built in this county , or the 
investment in tiie to properly drain these productive crops 
that we grow, because the revenue generated from the 
state's highest-producing county has a rippling effect on the 
communityf 

Oar Warner also weighed in. 

"Donf^Ot get mesmerized by the apple / he said, The 
appie Is money , These [wind turbines] are money , Please 
don't let the illusion of big money , generated by these big 
machines , cloud your judgment in protecting the residents 
who are forced to live a round these big machines. 

P!eaSG don t 

bite the apple* 

Sharelie Montana, project developer for the Rose Lake 
Wind Project in Faribault County, spoke on behalf of 
EDF and its proposed project, defending the company and 
its standards. Montana said the company encourages this 
type of conversation, hoping the citizens' questions were 
answered. 


Monday, April 10, 2017 

Conservation Groups Sue Over 
Proposed Turbine, OPSB Rejects 
Application For Offshore Wind 
Farm 


A pair of bird conservation groups is suing the Ohio Air 
National Guard to halt the proposed construction of a wind 
turbine near Lake Erie. 



The American Bird Conservancy and the Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory previously filed notices they intended to sue 
last year. 

The complaint in the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia alleges the project will violate the Endangered 
Species, Migratory Bird Treaty, the Bald and Golden Eagle 
protection, and the National Environmental Polity acts. 


Named as defendants are U.S. Air Force Acting Secretary 
Lisa Disbrow, OANGCol. Andy Stephan, U .S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Acting Director Jim Kurth, and U.S. 
Department of the Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. 


The groups are requesting the court force the government 
to prepare a new biological opinion, obtain new permitting 
under the MBTA and BGEPA laws and prepare a new 
environmental Impact statement. 

The filing argues the project will "impair the interest of" the 
groups a nd individuals who observe, study, enjoy and 
benefit from local birds. The project, they argue, "will be 
built by killing, harassing or otherwise taking birds in this 
unique migratory area." 

The groups contend that an environmental assessment 
from the government shows the adverse impact the project 
is expected to have. That assessment states one of the 
project's purposes as studying the impact of wind energy 
on factors including the deaths of birds and bats as the 
result of such turbines, 

"In short, the stated purpose of the project is to observe 
how many birds (and bats} - including numerous federally 
protected species - the turbine will kill by being placed in a 
crucial migratory pathway and globally important bird area 
so that ANG can then 'make recommendations,'" the 
lawsuit reads, 

The OANG previous determined the project would not a 
"significant impact" on the natural environment, according 
to a 20 16 study . 


Icebreaker: The Ohio Power Siting Board rejected the 
application of an unrelated project to construct an offshore 
windfarm in lake Erie, saying the application lacked 
sufficient information. 

The six-turbine, 20 megawatt wind farm would be situated 
eight miles off the Cleveland coast and would mark the first 
freshwater wind farm in the nation. 

But In a letter from OSPB Chairman Asim Haque, the board 
informed project members that the group's Feb. 1 
application and Its supplemental application March 13 
failed to comply with administrative code. 

That's because the applicants referred to two 
memorandums of understanding that were not Included In 
the application materials. They include agreements on 
monitoring the project's impact on both fisheries and other 
aquatic resources and on birds and bats. (Docket] 

11 At such time as the applicant files in this proceeding copies 
of these two MOUs, signed by at least the applicant and the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, staff will revisit its 
compliance determination," Mr. Haque wrote. 

Applicants are prohibited from commencing construction 
on any part of the facility without a certificate from the 
board. 

Opponents, including the aforementioned BSBO and ABC, 
have voiced concerns about the impact on wildlife and 
argued the project could be a stepping stone to thousands 
of turbines constructed on the lake. 

"The combined scale of U.S. and Canadian wind aspirations 
for Lake Erie is at least 2,700 turbines, or about 9,BOO MW/ 1 
the groups said In comments. "It is therefore essential that 
every effort be made by LEEDCo to prepare a 
fundamentally sound, quantitative risk assessment of 
mortality to bird and bat species known to be in the area, 
especially protected species covered by the Endangered 
Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection Act and their Canadian equivalents/ 1 


But proponents, including Sen. Matt Dolan l Ft Chagrin 
Falls], say the project will drive economic and 
environmental investment in the region, 

"Ultimately, Icebreaker could position Cleveland as a 
central North American hub for the emerging US. offshore 
wind industry/' Sen. Dolan wrote in public testimony filed 
last month. 


http : //w w w. cl eve! and .com /n eo b 
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Birding groups sue Ohio Air 
National Guard to block wind- 
turbine at Camp Perry_ 


The Black Swamp Bird Observatory joined the American 
Bird Conservancy on Monday in a federal lawsuit to block 
construction of a wind turbine at Camp Pert7 due to fears it 
would destroy migrating birds and bats. (Photo courtesy of 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory) 


By James F, McCarty The Plain Dealer 
on March 27, 2017 at 4:35 PM 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - State and national binding groups 
sued the Ohio Air National Guard on Monday, asking a 
federal court to block construction of a large wind turbine 
at Camp Perry near Lake Erie, 

The Black Swamp Bird Observatory, based in Oak Harbor in 
Ottawa County, suspects the proposed wind turbine would 
violate the Endangered Species Act, posing as a lethal bird- 
killing machine for bald eagles and migrating songbirds and 
bats. 

BSBQ joined with the American Bird Conservancy to file the 
31-page lawsuit in U.S. District Court In Washington. 

A spokeswoman for the Ohio Air National Guard declined to 
comment, 

"We're not aware of the lawsuit, and would not be able to 
comment on any litigation," said Stephanie Beougher of the 
Adjutant General's Department, 

Michael Hutchins, director of ABCs Bird-Smart Wind Energy 
Program, called the National Guard turbine project a 
"disaster," and "perhaps the worst possible place for wind 
energy development." 

The planned construction site is located less than a mile 
from Lake Erie and situated in one of the largest 
confluences of migratory birds and bats in the world, 
Hutchins said. In addition to numerous bald eagle nests, the 
lakeshore in that area provides passage for endangered 
species such as KErtland's warbler and piping plover. 

"We have many peer-reviewed studies documenting the 
impact of wind energy on birds and bats," said Kimberly 
Kaufman, BSBO's executive director, "And yet It takes a 
lawsuit to protect one of the most important migratory bird 
stopover habitats In the Western Hemisphere." 

The birdlng groups are asking the court to halt the project 
until the National Guard obtains the proper permits and 


conducts environmental impact assessments required by 
the Endangered Species Act, 

In 2014, the B5BO and Bird Conservancy successfully halted 
construction of the 600-kilowatt wind turbine after 
determining the Air National Guard had failed to obtain the 
proper certifications. 

The National Guard subsequently completed an 
environmental assessment and obtained permission from 
the U S. Fish & Wildlife Service, which the B5BO and 
Conservancy maintain are inadequate. The birdlng groups 
have cited a new radar study that shows vast numbers of 
migratory birds and bats move through the area, flying at 
altitudes that would bring them within the 19S-foot rotor" 
swept zone of the Camp Perry turbine. 
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Commentary: Wind turbines 
around the Great Lakes? A terrible 
idea for birds, bats 


| Wind Power Jens 
i Dresling/AP 
Wind turbines at 
Flakfortet near 
Copenhagen. 

Michael Hutchins 

j The rush is on to build 

- ---—I scores of large, 

commercial wind energy facilities in and around the Great 
Lakes, in Canada and the United States, From the proposed 
Galloo Island and Lighthouse projects in New York to Camp 
Perry and Icebreaker in Ohio and Amherst island and White 
Pines in Ontario, developers are looking to flood the region 
with renewable energy. But at what cost7 


Many see renewable energy, including wind energy, as an 
Important way to cut our dependence on fossil fuels and 
address global climate change. But this ■ green 11 revolution 
has a dark side. Collisions with wind turbines are killing 
hundreds of thousands of birds and bats annually. When 
you Include collisions and electrocutions at associated 
power lines and towers, the number of birds killed climbs 
into the tens of millions. 

These Impacts are-likely to grow along with the number of 
turbines and power lines constructed, a number that is 
increasing rapidly. American Bird Conservancy estimates 
that by 2050, when wind energy is projected to produce 35 
percent of our electrical energy, as many as 5 million birds 
per year could be killed by turbines in the United States 
alone. 

From the perspective of wildlife conservation, the Great 
Lakes are one of the worst possible places to put wind 
energy. During spring and fall, these large freshwater lakes 
pose a significant barrier to birds and bats during their 
annual migration to and from the boreal forests of Canada 
where they breed. Vast numbers of birds and bats, many of 
which migrate at night, gather along the shorelines and 
eventually fly along or over the lakes. Advanced radar 
studies conducted by the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
Michigan, Ohio and New York have all confirmed the 
dangerthat large-scale wind energy development poses to 
migratory birds and bats In the region. 

The Great Lakes themselves are also an important habitat 
for water birds. Lake Erie was recently designated a 
Globally Important Bird Area because of the large numbers 
of water birds that use the lake, Large-scale commercial 
wind turbines have the potential to threaten or displace 
them. 

Only through proper risk assessment, siting and post- 
construction monitoring can such conflicts with wildlife be 
avoided or contained. At present, regulations governing 
siting are weak at best. Paid consultants to the wind 
ind ustry conduct the risk assessments and also collect and 
report post-construction mortality data — a direct conflict 


of Interest. Some companies have sued to keep their data 
secret, making public oversight difficult if not impossible* 

If any area in the United States and Canada should be 
avoided for wind energy development, it is the Great Lakes 
region, one of the world's largest confluences of migratory 
birds and bats. The cumulative impact of the many existing 
and planned projects in the region could be substantial and 
cannot be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

We must make dean energy a priority, but how we do it is 
important. Our ecologically and economically important 
birds and bats should not be collateral damage in our battle 
against dimate change, 

Michael Hutchins is director of the American Bird 
Conservancy's Bird-Smart Wind Energy campaign. 


State ho use News 
April 7, 2017 

New Member Profile: Riedel To Pursue 
Decentralized Government, 

Competitive Economy 

Craig Riedel had longer than most freshman lawmakers to 
prepare for his first day in the Ohio House - something he 
says he didn't take for granted. 

The Defiance Republican toppled incumbent Tony Burkley 
En the March 2016 primary and, with no Democratic 
challenger; got a free pass In the general election. 

He used the extra time to form relationships with his new 
constituents and use their feedback to hone his legislative 
agenda, he said. 

"It was very, very beneficial for me to have that time where 
instead of having to worry about running in the November 
general election I was able to focus most of my time and 
energy on just getting a round... and getting to know more 
people within my district;’ he said in an interview. 




Rep. Riedel 


"Rep. Riedel, 50, represents the 82 nd District, which is a 
conservative area of northwest Ohio covering Defiance, 
Paulding, Van Wert and part of Auglaize counties. 

He and his constituents are most interested in policies that 
would rejuvenate the economy in that region and the 
entire state, he said. 

Having worked at Nucor Corporation for 27 years, the 
lawmaker said he’d always been focused on attracting 
businesses to the state and keeping them here. However, 
he was inspired furtherthrough his campaigning, which 
included knocking on about 4,600 doors. 

"We walked through parts of communities that we would 
have never walked through. That was very sobering to me 
and my wife because we didn’t realize the amount of 
poverty we have here in northwest Ohio. ITs much more 
severe than I ever imagined," Mr. Riedel said. 

"That just reinforced my passion to help people and I think 
can help people by bringing better paying jobs to Ohio and 
northwest Ohio ' f 

His strategies for doing so will include allowing the free 
market to take control and reducing" unnecessary, 
burdensome" regulations on businesses, particularly when 

they hinder growth. 

Rep. Riedel said he's a proponent of righMo-work and 
recently introduced legislation (HB 163] that would permit 

cities to opt out of prevailing wage. , 

■it's all about making Ohio more competitive, particularly 
where I live up here,..there are border counties with 
Indiana and we are in a constant battle with the state of 
Indiana for good paying Jobs, manufacturing jobs. 

When it comes to giving control back to local communities 
or businesses. Rep. Riedel said: "1 feel that way about 

everything." , . t , 

" l just think we govern best when more decisions are made 

on a local level,” he said. 





Rep Riedel said he's opposed to requiring schools to 
implement Common Core learning standards and will do Ins 
best to ensure taxes aren't increased at the state level. 

His wife of 28 years, Danette, is his best counsel when it 
comes to developing policy and responding to constituent 
concerns, Rep. Riedel said. Both have forgone other 
occupations to make the General Assembly a top priority 
for their family. 

"She's been a tremendous help to me with her consultation 
and her outlook on things. This really is a team effort/' he 

He and his wife have two children, both who graduated 
from Ohio State University- An OSU alumnus htmself. Rep. 
Riedel said his family are faithful Buckeyes fans and are 
football season ticket holders. 
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Fro mi Kasych, Shawn 

Sent: Wednesday, April 12 , 2017 a:22 AM 

To: Rep30 

Subject: Re: Wind News Ohio Setbacks in Play 


The Speaker told the advocates (at least Amazon) not to expect this in the budget and 
they should run a stand alone bill if they want to have their day in court. 

Shawn Kasych 
Majority Policy Director 
614.A66.0S63 

On Apr 12, 2017, at 7:51 AM, Rep30 < Rep30@oh johou5e^oy> wrote: 

Please read every word of this long chain. There is no way on God's Green 
Earth that we should even consider for a millisecond changing the wind 
setbacks in the budget. Any of you that want to discuss this topic, I a m 
game but not in the budget and the ardor to cha nge them should be 
tempered by what you read below. 


From: Kevon Martis <kev on@k ejyonrna_rtisx:om> 

Date: April 11, 2017 at 9:04:53 PM EDT 

To: jLilia Johnson <jiJejghii5on<ai cTciim cl>, "Seitz, William' 1 

< wi ll ia m. se i tz @ d insm o r e. co rn > 

Subject: Re: Wind News - Ohio Setbacks in Play 

A ''flier"???? IT's from the f***** Michigan State University 
Extension, Greening Michigan Institute, Government and 
Public Policy Team!!!!! That's the best they have? 

MSE extension educates every planning commissioner in 
the State of Michigan! 

Sorry,,.tired. 


On 4/11/2017 3:52 PM, julia Johnson wrote: 


Friends, 


We regret that a series of computer 
malfunctions left ms out of communication 
over the past two weeks. During that time 
the wind industry lobby has been working 
to get the Ohio Senate to insert a provision 
in the budget bill roiling back the current 
property line setback. At the same time. 

Rep. Bill Seitz has suggested that some kind 
of compromise on setbacks may need to 
be inserted in the mandate repeal bill (HB 
114) when it is considered in the 
Senate. Seitz tells us that might he the cost 
of getting a veto-pro of majority of Senate 
votes necessary to override a veto by 
Governor Kasich. As we understand it, a 
setback-related amendment to HB U4 
would give township trustees the power to 
ove rrid e cu rre nt setbacks, Wh e n a sked 
about conflicts of interest, Rep. Seitz said, 
"Under my proposal the trustees could not 
vote if they were participating leaseholders. 
My guess Is that letting the trustees 
override the state setbacks would not result 
in much change as the people in the 
township would likely pressure them to not 
approve it' 1 W h a I we d o not know a t 

this point is whether the township trustees 
would be given the opportunity to lengthen 
setbacks as well as shorten them. 


AWEA and the environmentalists are 
working hard to reverse protective 
setbacks. What we hope does not happen, 
is that the current setbacks are changed 
AMD the township trustees are given 
authority to put them back only to 
preexisting property line 
rnea s ure m e nts. There seem s to b e n o 
dialog on noise or shadow flicker just 
distance. 

In the meantime, during the past two 
weeks the press has reported setback 
controversies in Michigan, South Dakota, 


Rhode Island, Minnesota and 

Colorado, And those are just the stories we 

noticed. 

We also draw your attention to the LeedCo 
Icebreaker project (aka taxpayer 
boondoggle) in Lake Erie. The OP5B did not 
accept the application as complete and has 
requested the LeedCo resubmit. Today 
the American Bird Conservancy wrote in 
the Chicago Tribune that all turbines should 
be kept out of the Great Lakes due to 
enormous projections of migratory 
si a ughte r. We u nd e rsta nd th at m a ny, 
many people wrote comments In 
opposition to the LeedCo project. Now 
that the application must be submitted, we 
are told all those comments wilt be lost and 
the public will have to start over. 

We are glad to be back on line and urge 
everyone to call their local legislators to 
counter the spin coming from AWEA. Cut 
and paste the articles about problems in 
other states to demonstrate these 
problems are real. 

Diane and Julie 

PS We include at the very bottom a profile 
of first term Ohio Rep. Craig Riedel from 
Defiance. 


Ohio Statehouse News 
April 11, 2017 OHIO 

Wind, Environmental 
Groups Eyeing Senate For 
Budget Amendment To 
Reduce Wind Setback 



A coalition of wind energy advocates is 
laying the groundwork for a budget effort 
to reduce Ohio's turbine setback once the 
two-year spending measure arrives in the 
Senate, 

Advocates said In Interviews they believe 
senators are more amenable to their 
proposal to revert the setback to what ft 
was before lawmakers Increased it to 1,125 
feet In a 2014 mid-biennium review budget 
bill, effectively killing new wind farm 
development. 

At the same time, members of both House 
caucuses submitted proposed budget 
amendments Iasi week offering several 
options to reduce the current setback, 

A proposal from Ref) Pill, Reirieke'i.fR-Tiffin), 
fp.^jristance;;woujd reduce-ffi.e :setback' : tp 
0 n e h a il d-a - ha 1 f ti me sth hi h'eig fit ;of : fhe 
tu rbi nev AJthoughinpt as ;ie hie ht asthep re.4 
2014: setback/ he -bel i eve sit's a ‘good 
corripromise' 1 ..betweenithe two .'sides. 

"wind is a big resource in my district and 
I've had a lot of requests for those setbacks 
to be looked at," Rep. Reineke said. "It 
increases it slightly over what it was pre- 
2014. And it changes some of the hearing 
requirements for the neighbors to be able 
to sign off if they would choose to do so. It 
gives it a little bit more flexibility." 

Rep, Reineke said he believes there's an 
appetite in the House to reexamine the 
issue. 


W hethe r. a rjy : of ILho^e a m.ehd m e Pts yv.il j 
make ;lt. into the: Hpu se's substituteib qdget 
(Hfl 49) bi 11 cixp ected to be dhy e ited Apr!i 



2 $is yet to be seen ► But eyq n ifthe Ho use 
chp ps'es'to- pass o n. : : t h e 1 ssue/a dvocates 
be! [eve the Seri ate hnay : be : mo re willing' to 
act,; 

Ir l certainly think there's a possibility of It 
(happening), 11 said Dayna Baird Payne, who 
represents the American Wind Energy 
Association and other proponents. "I think 
there is some openness in the Senate 
currently," 

She credits much of that openness to S^n.; 
cilff Hjte:(^Findlay); whose district would 
likely contain any new wind development. 
But advocates say the Senat^bv^tallh^s 
g reate'nlnstltutJo ha j : Jknowiedge .'pf.the:issue 
and offers an easier route to generate a 
consensus given its smaller size. 

ir | think there's some understanding on that 
leadership team this is an issue about 
economic development and removing an 
artificial market barrier/' Ms. Payne said. "If 
a company wants to build a wind project, 
locals want that project and an end user 
wants to purchase that wind, this stands in 
the way and prevents it.' r 

The Sierra Club and the Ohio 
Environmental Council are among other 
groups hoping for a setback change In the 
Senate. At the same time, they continue 
pushing back against a Michigan State 
University document some Republican 
representatives have said justifies an 
additional Increase in the setback. 

Rep K^ith Faber F^Cie.li.na) ; a rid Rep, :Bii I 
Seitz (R-Cincirin^ti) baye re^pafecjly.... 
pointed to the documentin''/recent weeks;; 
sayj ngthat if thp.ihgisia ttire .rep l!y-fad nts to. 
take; the'lssup back.' up it.sh'pukjj increase 
t hie/setback to' 2,500 .feet. 




Wind supporters, though, point out that 
what the lawmakers have called a "study" 
is referred to as a "flier" by its author and 
that it states a setback equal to the tower's 
height would be adequate. Under that 
rationale, they said, the state’s previous 
setback would suffice. 

"We're watching this Issue," QEC General 
Counsel Trent Dougherty said. "Obviously, 
we don r t believe there should be even 
more of an increase., .so we're watching for 
that and expressing our opposition," 

Sierra Club Ohio Chapter Director Jen Miller 
called the idea "ridiculous, 11 since turbine 
development has already come to a virtual 
halt under the current setback, 

"Eighty percent of wind in Ohio is actually 
serving markets outside of Ohio/ Ms. 

Miller said. "We should just be fixing our 
problem now. We've already zoned 
ourselves out of the wind business." 

httn://www.marion- 

n ress .com/ ZQ17/03 / wi nd -tu rbi ne s- u nsafe- 
at-anv-distance/ 

The Marion Press - MICHIGAN 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 

"Wind Turbines: Unsafe 
at any distance"__ 


Dear Editor: 

Last December, one of the turbines at the 
Stoney Corners wind facility burst into 
flames and was completely destroyed. 
Black smoke darkened the sky and heavy 
winds spread ash and burning particles on 



fields and properties nearby. For days the 
acrid odor of smoldering composites 
lingered in the air and seeped into tny 
home along with several other homes in 
the area of the fine. 

By the next day, what was left of the 
turbine was hauled off and some of the 
contaminated top soil was bulldozed into a 
pile where It still sits, three months later. 
What assurance is there that contaminates 
from the burned turbine are not filtering 
into the groundwater below? 

Heritage Sustainable Energy, who owns the 
project, told the local press that turbine 
fires have never happened before in 
McBain. That may be so, but as a wind 
developer. Heritage is well aware that fire 
is the second largest cause of turbine 
failure worldwide and the problem Is 
growing. Heritage touts wind power as 
clean and emission free but no one ever 
mentions the toxic pollutants released 
when the blades and other parts of the 
nacelle are ignited orthe hazards of 
inhaling the gas and particles emitted by 
the fire. 

"More than ten of the 2B Heritage turbines 
are sited within two miles of my home with 
the closest just 1700 feet away." Back in 
200S when I agreed to sign a contract with 
Heritage, something I deeply regret, no one 
informed me of the dangers of living so 
close to the spinning towers. I can tel! you 
first hand that wind turbines are not safe 
for humans, animals, birds of all sorts, the 
environment, or your electric bill. They are 
Not Green, Not Clean and Not Cheap. 

if the state and its legislators continue to 
blindly insist that wind turbines are safe, 
they should advocate projects be sited on 


State and Federal land! away from 
communities where they pollute our 
countryside and put people and property at 
risk. 

There are alternatives to wind power that 
do not carry the same dangers and that are 
safer for humans, animals, birds and our 
countryside. Be warned and say no to 
wind power in your community. 

Dianne Ziegler 


http://www.far i ha u I tco untv r e gister . com /p 
a ge /c u n te nt.d e t'a i l/ i d /5121 4 2/F i g h. tl ng-th e z 
wi n ds-of-ch a nge. ht m I 

Fighting the winds of 
change 

Pilot Grove Township 
residents want stricter 
wind ordinance 

April 9, 2017 

Cody Benjamin - Register Staff 

Writer Faribault County 

Register MINNESOTA 

When the Coalition for Rural Properly 

Rights stormed the Faribault County 

Courthouse on Tuesday, it was not an 

officially licensed organization, 

Btd -in clairning su^ortTrqm b|ear ly. SO 
percent of Pilot Grove Town ship residents,; 
overflowing the dodpty^omrniss^i^rs 
r^n^^lth : #:iGLJ!uirai[ ?dyocate's;and 

lit^raillyislanding j h-uhj^o ir-tip flteai! .fori 
gf e a t^jisetba ' a fho te-re ytririiv e 

opdih f rice: peh^ rMne^' iri 

thddouhty,'itmad^ its''stanee ; as official as 
jcoujd be.; 




The Coalition brands Itself as 11 a group of 
Iowa landowners standing against the 
encroachment of industrial wind 
installations;' but its representatives at 
Tuesday'^ meeting mostly identified 
themselves as Pilot Grove residents 
particularly ones perturbed at a Rose Lake 
Wind Project proposed by the independent 
power producer EDP Renewable Energy. 

The Faribault County Board meeting room 
was overflowing last Tuesday, when 
residents of Pilot Grove Township and 
others testified before the commissioners 
about their concerns about wind turbine 
development. 

With at least four locals reading prepared 
statements, several others chiming in from 
behind walls of other guests and the 
County Board forced to oversee crowded 
seating arrangements as much as the 
discussion at hand, the Coalition prefaced a 
visit from EDF's Shanelle Montana, a senior 
project developer, with adamant requests 
for a crackdown on turbines. 

Not one of the guest speakers denied the 
financial benefit of wind generation, which 

Montana went onto crown as "an 

additional resource 11 for "cheap electricity" 
and therefore an obvious drawfor local 
businesses. But complaints of everything 
from noisy turbine malfunctions to an 
alleged ignorance of the county's 
agricultural roots rang loud and dear as the 
Coalition suggested the commissioners 
adopt the Goodhue County wind-structure 
ordinance, which enforces greater setbacks 
than that of Faribault County's renewable 
energy restrictions. 

Paul Carr, who said he has mostly been a 
lifelong Pilot Grove Township resident, 


helped kickoff the campaign. "I come 
here," Carr said, "representing and on 
behalf of about 88 percent of Pilot Grove 
Township residents, who have signed a 
petition to increase a setback of 
commercial wind generators to non- 
participating residences." 

Saying that current setbacks, which dictate 
that wind turbines can be placed roughly 
1,000 to 1,500 feet from such residences, 
are "not far enough to prevent material 
harm" such as added noise, shadow flicker 
and "a complete change of environment," 
Carr asked that local constituents be 
prioritized over the economic boosts of 
projects like the one proposed by EOF, 

Montana later countered by suggesting the 
EE)F project, which would span from Pilot 
Grove Township into Martin County, would 
not begin taking shape until 2020, By that 
point, such a project would not be federally 
subsidized, therefore potentially lessening 
the financial burden on local communities. 

But concerns remained. 

11 M qst obj ect to a rv object Tough !y th e size 
of a . B d ei njg 747,; over ^00.'feet:;in ; th e ,'ai f and 
const a htly moving/being placed within 
i;pp^tp;rbdgh |y iVsdo jdf : :th d m/bCarf 

sajdh" Without 'mo re setba dks for large 
wj ncj :tu rbi nes, t he .cob hty ifiay fi n d its elf 
.with fyi 6re : Yn'o'hey to.'spe ndo rva; jp u b lid 
gafagefdniyjtoserveltsfewerfesldents. 1 - 

Carolyn Zierke, a local agronomist of 25 
years, wondered aloud why counties, 
especially Faribault County, would even 
consider uprooting or impeding upon 
signature farmlands for the sake of wind 
projects. 



"Why are counties overlaying an industrial 
zone on top of a productive agricultural 
zone? 11 she asked. 11 A turbine is not a piece 
of farm equipment, and it is not a farm 
structure." 

Dan Moore, once a director of project 
development for Renewable Energy 
Solutions and one of the developers behind 
Blue Earth's Big Blue Windfarm, agreed. 

■ T. : sat ijn ;thi5 Vsb 

M.do re: sa |d, feife re qcj tig : a; d ecaidos-oici.; visit 
to -tti e -Cqd rrty Bpani .'regia rdi.ng ■tufbi.ri e 
deyebpip^ .E\Vrt hd re: a s a 

retired: wE.nd'iger erator.'developer and) 
a nr rig t qrt he; add ptiqn i6f the pood hpe 

County^ inti! ha rice ►“ 

Reviewing his own history in campaigning 
for wind energy* Moore reminded the 
board that he helped other turbines, 
including those at Winnebago's Corn Plus 
ethanol plant, come to life. 

Rut after discovering some of the faults of 
turbine projects, particularly noisy side 
effects, he made it dear Tuesday that he 
was standing vulth none other than the 
waves of Pilot Grove people behind him. 
"Had I known they would be this noisy, 
guys/' he said, referring to the Big Blue 
turbines, "listen, I would never have started 
developing that project.' 1 

Producing an apple from his shirt pocket 
and leaving it on the guest podium in front 
of the commissioners, Moore asked the 
board to overlook promises of more money 
for the concerns of the rural residents. 

11 Do n't get mesmerized by the apple 
money," he said. "Don't let the illusion of 
big money generated by these big 
machines cloud your judgment in 


protecting the residents who are forced to 
live around these big machines. These are 
the families that have elected you guys to 
protect them, so please don't bite the 
apple." 

Others reiterated the alluring, albeit 
apparently deceiving, role of money in the 
matter. 

"In the end, it seems like the money always 
wins/ 1 one man said from the mass of 
guests, saying the county already houses 22 
industrial-sized turbines. "EDF is on the 
agenda after us, and I'm sure they're going 
to tell you how great this is, how every 
project they've built has left counties rich 
and happy, because that's what this big 
push for wind is all about money," 

When Montana, of EDF, was finally 
summoned to speak, weaving through the 
crowd of standing guests to make herself 
seen, she did not ignore money's part En 
the discussion. 

But her first point centered on the fact that 
EDF will not pursue any project, let alone 
one that allegedly threatens the well-being 
of nearly an entire township, without the 
community's support. 

’'Pm not here to shove a project down 
anyone's throat/' Montana said, recounting 
her own upbringing as a "farm girl . 1 I m 
just here to present something. We re only 
here if we have a willing partner, and that 
partner is a community." 

Claiming that the state of Minnesota 
already owns some of the strictest wind 
turbine setbacks in the country, Montana 
assured some of the concerned residents 
that If any malfunctioning or noisy 


structures reached certain decibel levels, 
they would be shut down, 

11 A decommissioning plan is required with 
these projects," she noted. 

Al J th i hgs: po nsid e-red J ._\Ni q.hfaba sjii H li rge d 

'the' : cp"nhni.issipnei^^tp._we.Sg^ 
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have ah additjonal.^-eth3cK H ' l .C^fi.ript 
efficlebjjy phd/effectively develop a/oW- 
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Pilot Grove visitors flocked to the EDF 
developer after departing the 
commissioners room, some alleging that a 
February public meeting on the proposed 
turbine project was available through 
"private invitation only/ 1 and others saying 
they heard EDF partners are contracted not 
to speak negatively about polarizing 
projects. 

But more talks regarding the future of the 
project, and the ordinance that might 
inhibit it, are on the docket. 

Commissioner Greg Young, who 
acknowledged most of the concerns 
stemmed from a township he represents, 
agreed with board chairman John Roper 
that a work session with the county’s 
Planning and Zoning department was in 
order. A unanimous vote by the 
commissioners then scheduled that session 
for April IS, immediately following the 
board's next regular meeting. 

And now, having shared or considered 
opinions from both sides of a windy 
spectrum, the county, Montana and the 
Coalition for Rural Property Rights wait. 


http :/ /www.sta rbeacomco Ni /news/lo caj_Q 
c ws/connea u t- wind-tu rbi ne-facin %- 
uncertai n Tuture/art i cle 2ca47 6 7c-bl)e9- 
rMZ 9 215-22d3 3 77Q23fc.h tml 

Conneaut wind 
turbine facing uncertain 
future 

By MAR K TODD O HIO 


WARREN DILLAWAY [ Star Beacon 

An a rm of a Conneaut Ha rbor wind turbine 

was severed by lightning last month. 

CONNEAUT — A wind turbine severely 
damaged by lightning late last month is 
facing an uncertain future on Conneaut'5 
I a kef rant. 

At Monday's City Council meeting, City 
Manager James Hockaday said the 
turbine's owner, NexGen Energy, wants a 
long-term renewal of its contract with the 
city before it will proceed with repairs, 

The 400-kiiowatt turbine was constructed 
in January 2010 to provide some of the 
electricity used by the city's sewage 
treatment plant. On Feb. 25, lightning blew 
apart one of the turbine's blades. A power 
surge from the blast also damaged some 
equipment and fixtures inside the plant. 



A contract with NexGen obliges the city to 
buy electricity generated by the turbine for 
10 years. The contract expires in 2020. 

Hockaday said NexGen estimates repairs to 
the turbine will cost $250,000, To make the 
fix-up financia lEy feasible for NexGen, the 
company would require an extension to its 
contract with the city, he tnfd council. 

A contract proposal Is being prepared and 
will be shared with council when it's 
delivered, Hockaday said. If no agreement 
on a contract extension is reached, the city 
would ask the turbine be disassembled and 
removed. 

NexGen said the damage to the turbine 
was among the most severe the company 
has experienced, Hockaday said Monday. 
The extent of damage to the plant is still 
being assessed, he said. 

The biggest concern is a blower motor on 
one piece of equipment that is networking 
properly. 

In August 2011, Z8 months after the 
turbine was installed, lightning damaged a 
blade that was replaced several months 
later. 

A NexGen spokesperson could not be 
reached for comment 

Another NexGen wind turbine, a 600- 
kilowatt model adjacent to Conneaut 
Middle School on Gateway Avenue, has 
beer idle for years. NexGen is suing the 
manufacturer, alleging parts were 
defective. The turbine, designed to provide 
electricity to CMS, never performed as 


planned since it went online in late 2009, 
according to the lawsuit, filed in 2013. 

Repairs to the school turbine won't happen 
until the lawsuit Is settled, NexGen officials 
said at the time. 

a gette.com/reas s u ranees - fa 11-to¬ 
co nvi n ce-som e- ne igh b o rs-e i-p a so-co li nt .^z 
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Reassurances fail to 
convince some neighbors 
El Paso County wind farm 
is safe 

By: Rachel Riley 

March 23, 2017 Updated: March 24, 2017 
at 6:21 am COLORADO 

RVM^ifs^ying:;by ^^nnd^rrn ^P^^^lhan 
■Settle:t^bine^re' 4 jfettiifigiih^i d [jealtli . 
a pd bar fill ng'ah imals/.despite.leassiJ ranees 
f rb rn'experts.at thiswee k-'s-.El : Paso-Cou nty 
tom'rh'issiojrie rs\ m eeti ng.; 


Jeff Wolfe, who lives close to NextEra 
Energy's Golden West wind farm, said he's 
experienced nausea, dizziness and 
migraines since it began operating in fall 
2015. He attributes the symptoms to the 
low-frequency sound waves, known as 
infrasound, emitted by the 145 windmills. 

|s Is'jpO i^hlpS 1t!s ^. 

a ni m a Is,-sa id^Wpife; $10 fejjyecl at his 
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At the meeting, intended to provide 
commissioners and residents with an 
update on the wind farm, county staff and 
NextEra officials presented reports on the 
sound levels of the windmills and the 
flickering effect, known as "shadow flicker/ 1 
that occur s when the sun shines through 
the turbines' rotating blades. A half-dozen 
residents also had the chance to air their 
grievances about the wind farm, approved 
by commissioners in 2013, which has long 
been a source of controversy. 

Experts told commissioners that study after 
study has shown the infrasound generated 
by windmills Isn't hazardous to humans, 
and the levels of infrasound and amount of 
shadow flicker created by the turbines are 
in compliance with local regulations and 
zoning rules. 

John Dailey, senior business manager for 
the Florida-based energy company, said the 
company has received S3 complaints about 
the project since March 2015, a month 
after commissioners OK'd a change to the 
original construction plan that included a 
29-mile above-ground power line. 

About 70 of the complaints were made 
during the seven months the farm was 
being built and mostly involved 
construction-related concerns about noise 
and dust. Of the roughly 15 others that 
have been made since the $400 million 
project was completed, more than half 
have been resolved, Dailey said. 

"I think that's a pretty good track record, 1 ' 
he told commissioners. 

Assessor Steve 5c hie ike r also presented 
data from June through January showing 
property values in the area have not fallen 


due to the wind farm. Properties sold 
within a one-mile radius of the turbines 
and transmission line went for prices well 
above market values. He also cited 
numbers from the Pikes Peak Multiple 
Listing Service that showed that average 
sale prices of single family homes In the 
Calhan and Ramah area increased by about 
45,5 percent between February 2016 and 
February 2017. 

''Bottom line, it's all good news," he told 
commissioners, 

A consultant with environmental 
engineering and consulting firm Epsilon 
Associates, hired by NextEra to conduct 
studies on sound levels and shadow flicker 
that were required by its agreement with 
the county, presented the firm’s findings. 

One report, which measured noise levels at 
15 different locations near the wind farm, 
concluded that the turbines do not exceed 
the noise limit set by county ordinance. Hie 
second report, which used a computerized 
model to measure the duration of shadow 
flicker experienced by homes near the 
farm, stated that most of the homes 
experience less than the 30-hour-pen-year 
maximum imposed by county regulations. 
The two exceptions were homes that are 
not included In the requirement because 
their owners have voluntary agreements 
with the company. 

While research has linked high levels of 
infrasound to symptoms such as headache 
and nausea, the levels created by the 
turbines are too low to pose health risks, 
said Chris Oilson, an environmental health 
scientist who spoke at the meeting. 
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Several of the complaints the company has 
yet to resolve were made by people who 
spoke at the meeting, said Steve Stengel, 
director of communications for NextEra. 
"We will continue to seek a satisfactory 
resolution with these Individuals," Stengel 
said in an email following the meeting. 

Commissioner Darryl Glenn said his 
colleagues and county staff would review 
residents* concerns and some of the 
research that was provided by objectors, 

Glenn also encouraged residents to use the 
formal complaint process, outlined in 
NextEra’s contract with the county, to 
express their concerns shout the effects of 
the windmills. 

Under the terms of the contract, 
commissioners have the option to "require 
additional and reasonable mitigation or 
remedial actions" if MextEra does not 
adequately address complaints. 
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Calhan wind farm 
situation remains 
unresolved 

Nextera says turbines are within safety 

guide ilnes 

By: Scott Harrison 

posted: Mar 23, 2017 06'33 PM 

MDT COLORADO 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo, - An El Paso 
County commissioner said Thursday that 
safety and health concerns regarding the 
Nextera wind farm in Calhan may never be 
resolved to everyone's satisfaction, 

”1 don't know that it’s within our authority 
to consider at this point in time/ 1 said 
Commissioner Mark Waller. "lt r s been 
approved. The process has already taken 
place to allow Nextera to operate a wind 
farm." 

Ever-Since the; Wj nd. fa nfr;p pd n^d.;1 sls| -.fa Ihii 
srrialVbuiypc^i. gjfo^ 
neigh bd rshps e'xp^s.sed ; cbfiipern that 
noise, : .other fy'pes pf:'spuf>d'dalied _ 
i nfrasdund hntf shad p.'f] tcker^prptii rt^e 
blade^havd Sickened people and ani trials,; 

H l had to move away because l was sick/' 
said Jeff Wolfe, "My wife stays behind to 
care for our animals and she's getting 
sick, i put my life savings into our home." 

Wplfe.-sa id iQrtp fam j! ie$ -h e/iidyeci 
away : fro m Ca Ihh n because of the situation. 


Commissioners on Thursday held a hearing 
on the matter that lasted nearly four hours. 


John Dailey, a Nextera spokesman, declined 
an interview request from KRDO 
NewsChannel 13 to explain what else 
besides the wind farm could be affecting 


But in a presentation during the hearing, 
Dailey cited Nextera studies, and research 
from two consultants, which state the wind 
farm is well within the health and safely 
guidelines established in the company's 
permit from the county. 

"Generally speaking, (any) complaints (or) 
impacts have been attributed to 
infrasound, which is a form of noise/' he 
said. "We've received complaints of that 
nature from four or five individuals -- some 
of them, multiple times/ 1 

Several Nextera critics said they conducted 
their own research, including a study by a 
Boulder-based acoustics expert who 
suggested the wind farm should close. 




Commissioners said they don't have 
enough information yet to decide what, if 
any, action to Lake, 

"We're going to hold Nextera accountable 
to make sure they’re meeting their 
obligations; 1 Waller said. ’'We're trying to 
be unbiased about the situation. This is the 
first time we as a commission (with two 
new members) are learning about the 
history of the situation and the level of 
concern." 

At an undetermined future hearing, 
commissioners said they want to learn 
more about how Nextera responds to 
complaints from neighbors. 

Some neighbors said Nextera is slow to 
respond or hasn't responded at all, and 
criticised commissioners for their lack of 
action. 

Commissioners Darryl Glenn and Longinos 
Gonzalez Jr., both asked upset neighbors to 
follow an established complaint process, 

"It's extremely important because it’s an 
obligation that we're held to," Glenn 
said. "We can't hold Nextera responsible 
for not doing what they're (supposed to) if 
the complaint hasn't been submitted 
(properly)," 

Dailey said Nextera will work harder to 
communicate with affected neighbors, and 
that the company wants to see the results 
of the private research presented at the 
hearing. 

The wind farm has 145 turbines and a 29- 
mile transmission line. The company sells 
electricity to Keel Energy. 
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Residents complain of 
issues with turbines 

Kendra Lollo Mar 21, 2017 RHODE 
ISLAND 

COVENTRY — Citing increasing concerns 
from constituents in her ward regarding 
Wind Energy Development's newly- 
installed wind turbines, Co unci I wo man 
Karen Carlson made a public plea this week 
with town of Fidals to "take notice and 
listen 

The District 1 council woman read excerpts 
of correspondence she had received from 
residents surrounding the turbines. 

"Our dream of sitting outside behind our 
house enjoying some peace and quiet no 
longer exists " said a resident of Flat River 
Road, "We sit on the deck at night and alt 
we can hear are the windmills. We open 
our bedroom window and all we can hear 
are the windmills. There Is not one day that 
goes by that we don't hear it. The ones 
who benefit from it don't have to deal with 
the effects of these windmills." 

Carlson quoted another resident of West 
Long Bridge Road, who said they were 
experiencing issues with shadow flicker 
from the propellers of the turbine, 
particularly when the sun is setting. Tire 
home owner requested that the turbines 
be shut down during that time on a daily 
basis, citing the town's existing wind 
energy ordinance. 



tf p^rlng : the time of : sbadp w; fJ icker; : the; 
wjiid^nergy^GHlty^a lf : be^hut-dQwn.^ 

as tb ?lLmiPate shaf3ovy.flicker■ Issues/ : the; 
o r^ii nia nce/feadsi-/Tbjs jjjire s$hC£ : 'Pf .sha d 6w 
f jiikef ; ^ha |t' jjfe''. iin eg.su'r^ii e ipi;pp^rty 
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2^66 feet bf-the wi nd energy fad iity/ 

The ordinance also Indicates that the 
applicant, when proposing the turbines, Is 
required to prove that the flicker effect will 
not have "significant adverse Impact" on 
the neighboring properties. 

Td like to Know what the hell we're going 
to do about this/ Carlson said, apologizing 
for the language, "These are tax payers. 
They're not getting anything from these 
turbines, and its time to take notice and 
listen, We need to do it now," 

C^risibty; a(sd : pio Iritefl frSfri h ^^eitq^ri/^ 
qvyn IfiSjs^brd Ih'^ce ;?ay$T^at; dxcessivd 

n oise .degrades ddaiity pfjife- 


"For the people who move out to Greene 
and Western Coventry, they're out there 
because they want a country rural lifestyle 
without a bt of noise/ she said. 

Town Manager Graham Waters said that he 
has referred the complaints to the zoning 
department, and some even to DePasquale 
himself, who Waters said requested to be 
put in contact with residents who 
experience issues with the turblnes. 

Tve made no qualms about interfering on 
behalf of residents/ Waters said. "But 1 fee! 
that if Mr. DePasquale can intervene first 
and take care of their issues directly and 
have a direct line of conversation with 


them, I think that would be the most 
beneficial." 

"We're not supposed to rely on him to do 
something for the residents when we 
already have an ordinance/' Carlson 
replied. 

Waters said that because the turbines were 
constructed in May of 2016 and have just 
recently come online, he has been referring 
complaints to the zoning department for 
further investigation. 

The same homeowner who reached out to 
Carlson regarding the shadow flicker also 
informed her that water from the wetland 
abutting their property was backing up and 
overflowing a segment of a nearby access 
road under which Wind Energy 
Development had installed a conduit for 
the turbines. The resident feared that the 
continued erosion of the road would lead 
to exposure of the electrical conduit which 
was installed in October of 2016. When the 
individual contacted DePasquale, they were 
told a depression would be made in the 
newly installed road to allow for proper 
d rainage, but it was never actually made. 

"The culvert that Wind Energy constructed 
has become blocked, causing the water to 
back up and flow over the road Itself, 
washing out the dirt and gravet covering 
the road/' 

Carlson said the Department of 
Environmental Management was able to 
acquire a cease and desist notice because 
Wind Energy Development was not issued 
permits to modify the wetland in the area. 
She called the incident "disturbing," and 
asked that a town official conduct an 
inspection of the area. 


"What I would like a zoning official to go 
out there and finally look at this/' she said- 
somebody from the town should be there 
checking our Chapter 200 which is our soil 
erosion chapter" 
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Lincoln County 
Increases Restrictions 
For Wind Turbines 

April 4, 2017 SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sydney Kern _ _ _ _ 


CANTON, S.D. - It was a tough night for a 
company that wants to build a wind farm in 
Lincoln County. 

County commissioners approved some 

zoning changes. 

Dakota Power Community Wind wants to 
build a farm with nearly 300 turbines. 

But commissioners voted to put some 
tougher restrictions on how quiet they 
have to be. Dakota Power wanted a top 
noise limit of 65 decibels, but 
commissioners set the limit at 43 decibels. 


The company says that is unrealistic based 
on a study they conducted testing the 
current noise in the county. 

'The notse level ranged from 36.4. DBA to 
51.3 DBA, so in some areas the decibel 
level was already exceeded before we even 
did anything/' says Rob Johnson, with 
Dakota Power Community Wind. 
Commissioners also discussed a second 
zoning change. 

This one dealt with the setback distance, 
which is how farthe turbines have to be 
from public roads and homes. 

The current distance fs 1,320 ft., or three 
times the height of the turbine. 

The Planning Commission re coni me ride'd 
increasing it tb 5,200 ft:,; : dr 'ondTnile^ 

The county commissioners said this 
decision is the toughest they'll have to 
make, since it could determine whether or 
not Cantor and surrounding cities could 
grow in the future. 

They decided to table it for now, so they 
can look into more research on the topic. 

Dakota Power Community Wind says they 
can deal with the noise restrictions, though 
it will make their project much more 
difficult. 

But they said if the county adds setback 
restrictions, then they will have to kiil the 
project. 
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turbin e s-vent-p iio t-tax-a iid ■■ l ease- 
agre ement 

Citizens opposed to 
Parishviile and 
Hopkinton wind 
turbines vent PILOT, 
tax and lease 
agreement concerns to 
legislators 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017-11:46 

am NEW YORK 
By MATT LINDSEY 

CANTON - Members of the Concerned 
Citizens for Rural Preservation attended a 
St. Lawrence County Legislature meeting 
Monday to dispute claims made by an 
' environmental health scientist and 
business developer relating to proposed 
wind turbines. 

Four community members. Will Dailey, 
Lucia Dailey, Gary Snell and Lori Witherell 
all spoke at ihe meeting during a public 
comment period disputing claims made by 
Avangrid associates Christopher Ollson, an 
environmental health scientist, and Scott 
McDonald, a business developer. 

Ollson and McDonald made the 
presentation to legislators March 27. 

Avangrid, a subsidiary of Iberdrola, is 
heading the North Ridge Wind Farm which 
calls for about 40 wind towers, about 500 
feet high, to be constructed on tand In 
Hopkinton and Parishviile. 


The concerned citizens group opposes 
claims made that property values do not 
decrease when a wind farm moves into an 
area. They also suy Avangrid employees 
have had contact with school and town 
officials relating to Payment in Lieu of Tax 
(PHOT) contracts versus taxes. Other 
concerns were clauses contained m lease 
agreements and wind power taking money 
away from the Robert Moses Power Dam. 

Will Dailey expressed concerns about a 
confidentiality clause and right to 
terminate clause he read In a lease 
between a landowner and Avangrid. 

: Hp' tbId legjsIEftors'that:'shou|cj .1 ajid oyyn. ers 
wish'::tpxpm plain pubHcly;abpbjf j^sUes 

(sLich sh pise,: Vis uaiJmp^ ir hi ept. 6 r 
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viBblcfTtay^ 

tp Avangrid. before;': it; colild b e; printed :f.o r 
tK^dbiic v t6^ee; 

"You should read the lease agreements - 
they are a hoot/ Dailey said in an interview 
with North Country This Week April 5. His 
wife, Lucia, was also interviewed. 

He says the agreements do not allow 
landowners to terminate their lease, but 
includes the option for the wind company 
to do so. 

Mr. Dailey says an Amish friend of his 
bought land a few years ago that had a 
lease agreement The Amish man was 
allegedly told by an Avangrid 
representative that he could in fact get out 
of the agreement, a contradiction of what 
his agreement states, 

"l don't know if all of these leases are the 
same/ Mr. Dailey said. "Neighbors should 




be getting together to discuss the leases 
and I am not sure that is happening- 

Mr- Dalley's wife, Lucia, says claims that 
wind farms do not decrease property 
values are false, 

'They say there is no decrease - but when 
property values are going up everywhere 
else and remaining the same near wind 
farms - that shows property values 
decrease near wind farms/' she said. So 
although property values may not decrease 

on paper, with other property values rising 

in other parts of the state, land near wind 
farms does not increase in value at the 
same rate, according to studies the Dailey's 
have read, 

Tf>e. nc'e'rn'ed .-Cit,! . 
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She also said people from nearby 
Chateaugay have approached the group 
warning them about property values- The 
couple claims that they have been unable 
to sell their home for anything close to 
what they put Into it, all because of wind 
turbines in the area,, 

Mrs. Dailey says that Avangrid officials have 
Informally contacted local officials about 
PILOTS. According to Mrs. Dailey, Avangrid 
representatives stated they have not had 


contact with local officials. She says 
Parishvllle Town Supervisor Rodney Votra 
said he was approached about PILOTS. He 
allegedly made the comment at a town hall 
meeting. 

"We are pretty sure/ Avangrid has had 
private, individual meetings with the 
superintendent and the Hopkinton town 
supervisor, she said. 

Mrs. Dailey said she believes school and 
town officials saw PILOTS as free money if 
the project does happen. She says 
information they've gathered shows that 
PILOTS would not provide the same 
financial gain for the area as taxes would. 

Staying with the financial impact on the 
region, Mrs. Dailey says wind turbines 
wouid have an impact on the Robert Moses 
hydropower dam in Massena. 

Mrs, Dailey says she was going door-to- 
door discussing wind power and a power 
worker told her the power dam would have 
to cut back its production so it would not 
overload the grid. 

5he says studies have shown that wind 
turbines generally produce just 20 to 25 
percent of their capacity. "It is unreliable 
and not that efficient/' "Why take on a 
project that pays taxes to basically offer a 
subsidy to the wind company/' Dailey 
asked. 

Mr. Dailey said it was "nice of the 
legislators to put up with the public coming 
to meetings/ "I am hopeful they 
[legislators) will bring themselves up to 
speed." 
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Citizens oppose wind 
farm project 

Apr b f 2017 

Anna Boettcher Staff 
Writer MINNESOTA 

BLUE EARTH — Representatives of the 
Coalition for Rural Property Rights spoke 
before the Faribault County Commission 
this week, presenting opposition to a 
proposed industrial wind energy 
installation in the county. 

Citizens packed the commissioners room at 
the Courthouse to voice their concerns 
regarding placement of wind turbines. 

The current setback for non-participating 
residences Is 1,000 feet. The average rotor 
diameter of wind energy turbines has been 
steadily increasing, leading many citizens to 
believe the current setback requirement is 
not enough to protect non-participating 
Lands and residences. 

Th^:Cda [ition req ue^etj jfef.iite: 
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Carolyn zferke offered her perspective on 
the proposed wind turbines: 

"By allowing growers to protect their crops 
during the mast important time in a plant's 
fife, it means, for you as a county, an 
additional focal revenue of over £3,5 biliion 
by not placing 120 turbines on productive 
farmland... Why are counties overlaying an 
industrial zone on top of a productive 
agricultural zone? This county has the 
highest producing ground in the state... 
Don't compromise thesoii structure that 
these growers have built in this county, or 
the investment in tile to properly drain 
these productive crops that we grow, 
because the revenue generated from the 
state's highest-producing county has a 
rippling effect on the community." 

Dan Warner also weighed in, 

"Don "t get mesmerized by the apple ," he 
said. "The apple is money. These [wind 
turbines] are money. Piease don't let the 
iitusion of big money , generated by these 
big machines, cloud your judgment in 
protecting the residents who are forced to 
five around these big machines. These same 
people, and these,same farnHies ,; wftq 
populate obr schools and.shopiin our Small 
towns are .the ones who pre trying to carve 
out a life out there. These are the same 













famines that liave-ktected you to protect 
them. Please don't bite the apple." 

ShanelEe Montana, project developer for 
the Rose Lake Wind Project In Faribault 
County, spoke on behalf of EDF and [ts 
proposed project, defending the company 
and its standards. Montana said the 
company encourages this type of 
conversation, hoping the citizens' 1 questions 
were answered. 


Monday, April 10, 2017 

Conservation Groups Sue 
Over Proposed Turbine, 
OPSB Rejects Application 
For Offshore Wind Farm 


A pair of bird conservation groups is suing 
the Ohio Air National Guard to halt the 
proposed construction of a wind turbine 
near Lake Erie. 

The American Gird Conservancy and the 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory previously 
filed notices they intended to sue last year. 

The compla int in the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia alleges the project 
will violate the Endangered Species, 
Migratory Bird Treaty, the Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection, and the National 
Environmental Policy acts. 

Named as defendants are U.S. Air Force 
Acting'Secretary Lisa Disbrow, GANG Col. 
Andy Stephan, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Acting Director Jim Kurth, and U.S. 




Department of the Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zlnke. 

The groups are requesting the court force 
the government to prepare a new 
biological opinion, obtain new/ permitting 
under the MBTA and BGEPA laws and 
prepare a new environmental Impact 
statement. 

The filing argues the project will ’’Impair 
the interest of' the groups and individuals 
who observe, study, enjoy and benefit from 
local bird 5 . The project, they argue, ’will be 
built by killing, harassing or otherwise 
taking birds in this unique migratory area. 11 

The groups contend that an environmental 
assessment from the government shows 
the adverse impact the project is expected 
to have. That assessment states one of the 
project's purposes as studying the impact 
of wind energy on factors including the 
deaths of birds and bats as the result of 
such turbines. 

"In short, the stated purpose of the project 
is to observe how many birds (and hats) - 
including numerous federally protected 
species - the turbine wilt kill by being 
placed in a crucial migratory pathway and 
globally important bird area so that ANG 
can then 'make recommendations," 1 the 
lawsuit reads. 

The OANG previous determined the project 
would not a "significant impact" on the 
natural environment, according to a 2016 
study . 

Icebreaker: The Ohio Power Siting Board 
rejected the application of an unrelated 
project to construct an offshore windfarm 


in Lake Erie, saying the application lacked 
sufficient information. 

The six-turbine, 20 megawatt wind farm 
would be situated eight miles off the 
Cleveland coast and would mark the first 
freshwater wind farm in the nation. 

But in a letter from OSPB Chairman Asim 
Haque, the board informed project 
members that the group's Feb. 1 
application and its supplemental 
application March 13 failed to comply with 
administrative code. 

That's because the applicants referred to 
two memorandums of understanding that 
were not included in the application 
materials. They include agreements on 
monitoring the project's impact on both 
fisheries and other aquatic resources and 
on birds and bats. {Docket) 

"At such time as the applicant files in this 
proceeding copies of these two MO Us, 
signed by at least the applicant and the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
staff will revisit its compliance 
determination/ Mr. Haque wrote. 

Applicants are prohibited from 
commencing construction on ary part of 
the facility without a certificate from the 
board. 

Opponents, including the aforementioned 
BSBO and ABC, have voiced concerns about 
the impact on wildlife and argued the 
project could be a stepping stone to 
thousands of turbines constructed on the 
lake. 

"The combined scale of U.S. and Canadian 
wind aspirations for Lake Erie is at least 
2,700 turbines, or about 9,300 MW/ the 


groups said in comments, "It is therefore 
essential that every effort be made by 
LEEDCo to prepare a fundamentally sound, 
quantitative risk assessment of mortality to 
bird and bat species known to be in the 
area, especially protected species covered 
by the Endangered Species Act, Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and Said and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act and their Canadian 
equivalents.” 

But proponents, including Sen. Matt Dolan 
{R-Chagrin Falls), say the project will drive 
economic and environmental investment in 
the region, 

"Ultimately, Icebreaker could position 
Cleveland as a central North American huh 
for the emerging U,S. offshore wind 
industry,” Sen. Dolan wrote in public 
testimony filed last month. 
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Birding groups sue 
Ohio Air National 
Guard to block wind- 
turbine at Camp Perry 





The Black Swamp Bird Observatory joined 
the American Bird Conservancy on Monday 
in a federal lawsuit to block construction of 
a wind turbine at Camp Perry due to fears it 
would destroy migrating birds and bats. 
(Photo courtesy of Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory) 


By James F p McCarty The Plain Dealer 
on March 27,2017 at 4:35 PM 


WASHINGTON, D C. - State and national 
birding groups sued the Ohio Air National 
Guard on Monday, asking a federal court to 
block construction of a large wind turbine 
at Camp Perry near Lake Erie. 

The Black Swamp Bird Observatory, based 
In Oak Harbor in Ottawa County, suspects 
the proposed wind turbine would violate 
the Endangered Species Act, posing as a 
lethal bird-killing machine for bald eagles 
and migrating songbirds and bats. 


BSBO joined with the American Bird 
Conservancy to file the 31-page lawsuit in 
U.S. District Court in Washington. 

A spokeswoman for the Ohio Air Matronal 
Guard declined to comment. 

"We're not aware of the lawsuit, and would 
not be able to comment on any litigation/' 
said Stephanie Beougher of the Adjutant 
General's Department. 

Michael Hutchins, director of ABC's Bird- 
Smart Wind Energy Program, called the 
National Guard turbine project a "disaster," 
and "perhaps the worst possible place for 
wind energy development." 

The planned construction site is located 
less than a mile from Lake Erie and situated 
in one of the largest confluences of 
migratory birds and bats in the world, 
Hutchins said. In addition to numerous bald 
eagle nests, the lakeshore in that area 
provides passage for endangered species 
such as Kirtland's warbler and piping 
plover. 

"We have many peer-reviewed studies 
documenting the impact of wind energy on 
birds and bats/ said Kimberly Kaufnnan, 
BSBO's executive director. "And yet it takes 
a lawsuit to protect one of the most 
Important migratory bird stopover habitats 
in the Western Hemisphere," 

The birding groups are asking the court to 
halt the project until the National Guard 
obtains the proper permits and conducts 
environmental impact assessments 
required by the Endangered Species Act. 

In 2014, the BSBO and Bird Conservancy 
successfully halted construction of the 600- 


kilowatt wind turbine after determining the 
Air National Guard had failed to obtain the 
proper certifications. 

The National Guard subsequently 
completed an environmental assessment 
and obtained permission from the US. Fish 
Si Wildlife Service, which the B5BO and 
Conservancy maintain are inadequate. The 
binding groups have cited a new radar study 
that shows vast numbers of migratory birds 
and bats move through the area, flying at 
altitudes that would bring them within the 
19£-foot rotor-swept zone of the Camp 
Perry turbine. 


htt p:// www.chicaeot ri b une.com/news /opi 
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Commentary: Wind 
turbines around the Great 
Lakes? A terrible idea for 
birds, bats 


I Wind Power 
i Jens Oresllng / 
AP 

Wind turbines 
at Flakfortet 
near 

Copenhagen, 

-- 1 Michael 

Hutchins 

The rush Is on to build scores of large, 
commercial wind energy facilities in and 
around the Great Lakes, in Canada and the 
United States. From the proposed Galloo 


Island and Lighthouse projects in Mew York 
to Camp Perry and Icebreaker In Ohio and 
Amherst Island and White Pines in Ontario, 
developers are looking to flood the region 
with renewable energy. But at what cost? 


Many see renewable energy, including 
wind energy, as an important way to cut 
our dependence on fossil fuels and address 
global climate change. But this "green 11 
revolution has a dark side. Collisions with 
wind turbines are killing hundreds of 
thousa nds of birds and bats a nnually. 

When you include collisions and 
electrocutions at associated power lines 
and towers, the number of birds killed 
climbs into the tens of millions. 

These impacts are likely to grow along with 
the number of turbines and power lines 
constructed, a number that is Increasing 
rapidly. American Bird Conservancy 
estimates that by 2050, when wind energy 
is projected to produce 35 percent of our 
electrical energy, as many as 5 million birds 
per year could be killed by turbines in the 
United States alone. 

From the perspective of wildlife 
conservation, the Great Lakes are one of 
the worst possible places to put wind 
energy. During spring and fall, these large 
freshwater lakes pose a significant barrier 
to birds and bats during their annual 
migration to and from the boreal forests of 
Canada where they breed. Vast numbers of 
birds and bats, many of which migrate at 
night, gather along the shorelines and 
eventually fly along or over the lakes. 
Advanced radar studies conducted by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Michigan, 
Ohio and New York have all confirmed the 
danger that large-scale wind energy 


development poses to migratory birds and 
bats in the region. 

The Great Lakes themselves are also an 
Important habitat for water birds. Lake Erie 
was recently designated a Globally 
Important Bird Area because of the large 
numbers of water birds that use the lake. 
Large-scale commercial wind turbines have 
the potential to threaten or displace them. 

Only through proper risk assessment, siting 
and post-construction monitoring can such 
conflicts with wildlife be avoided or 
contained. At present, regulations 
governing siting are weak at best. Paid 
consultants to the wind industry conduct 
the risk assessments and also collect and 
report post-construction mortality data — 
a direct conflict of interest. Some 
companies have sued to keep their data 
secret, making public oversight difficult If 
not impossible. 

If any area in the United States and Canada 
should be avoided for wind energy 
development, it is the Great Lakes region, 
one of the world’s largest confluences of 
migratory birds and bats. The cumulative 
impact of the many existing and planned 
projects In the region could be substantial 
and cannot be evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis. 

We must make clean energy a priority, but 
how we do it is important. Our ecologically 
and economically important birds and bats 
should not be collateral damage in our 
battle against climate change, 

Michael Hutchins is director of the 
American Bird Conservancy's Bird-Smart 
Wind Energy campaign. 
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New Member Profile: Riedel 
To Pursue Decentralized 
Government, Competitive 
Economy 

Craig Riedel had longer than most 
freshman lawmakers to prepare for his first 
day in the Ohio House - something he says 
he didn't take for granted. 

The Defiance Republican toppled 
incumbent Tony Burkley in the March 201G 
primary and, with no Democratic 
challenger, got a free pass in the general 
election. 

He used the extra time to form 
relationships with his new constituents and 
use their feedback to hone his legislative 
agenda, he said. 

N lt was very, very beneficial for me to have 
that time where instead of having to worry 
a bout running in the Novem her general 
election I was able to focus most of my 
time and energy on just getting 
a round...and getting to know more people 
within my district, 1 ' he said in an interview. 


Rep. Riedel 

Rep, Riedel, 50, represents the B2 nt District, 
which is a conservative area of northwest 
Ohio covering Defiance, Paulding, Van Wert 
and part of Auglaize counties. 




He and his constituents are most interested 
in policies that would rejuvenate the 
economy in that region and the entire 
state, he said. 

Having worked at Nucor Corporation for 27 
years, the lawmaker said he'd always been 
focused on attracting businesses to the 
state and keeping them here. However, he 
was inspired further through his 
campaigning, which included knocking on 
about 4,600 doors. 

"We walked through parts of com munities 
that we would have never walked through. 
That was very sobering to me and my wife 
because we didn’t realize the amount of 
poverty we have here in northwest Ohio, 
|t L s much more severe than 1 ever 
imagined/' Mr. Riedel said. 

"That just reinforced my passion to help 
people and I think 1 can help people by 
bringing better paying jobs to Ohio and 
northwest Ohio. 11 

His strategies for doing so will Include 
allowing the free market to take control 
and reducing 11 unnecessary, burdensome" 
regulations on businesses, particularly 
when they hinder growth. 

Rep. Riedel said he's a proponent of right- 
to-work and recently introduced 
legislation (HB IB) that would permit 
cities to opt out of prevailing wage. 

"It’s alt about making Ohio more 
competitive, particularly where l live up 
here...there are border counties with 
Indiana and we are in a constant battle 
with the state of Indiana for good paying 
Jobs, manufacturing jobs." 

When it comes to giving control back to 
local communities or businesses, Rep, 
Riedel said’ "I feel that way about 
everything." 

"I just think we govern best when more 
decisions are made on a local level," he 
said. 


Rep. Riedel said he's opposed to requiring 
schools to implement Common Core 
learning standards and will do his best to 
ensure taxes aren't increased at the state 
level. 

His wife of 28 years, Danette, is his best 
counsel when it comes to developing policy 
and responding to constituent concerns, 
Rep. Riedel said. Both have forgone other 
occupations to make the General Assembly 
a top priority for their family. 

"She's been a tremendous help to me with 
her consultation and her outlook on things. 
This really is a team effort, 11 he said, 

He and his wife have two children, both 
who graduated from Ohio State University. 
An OSU alumnus himself. Rep. Riedel said 
his family are faithful Buckeyes fans and 
are football season ticket holders. 
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From: Shawn Kasych 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2D 17 10:01 PM 

To: Kasych, Sliawn 

Subject: Fwd: Overview 

Attachments: 170417 Spending Doc.docx; ATTD000l.htm 


Shawn Kasych 
216,299.0901 

Begin forwarded message; 

From: Greg Lawson <gr eK@hn ckeyeinHtitntejTrg> 

Date: April 17, 2017 at 4:24:16 PM EDT 
To: Shawn Kasych <shawn. kasvch@gmai 1 .com > 

Subject: Re: Overview 

Shawn: 

Jt took awhile. Here is an overview document that outlines the main 
points you would .find in the spread site eL 


CregR. L.arwsun 
Senior Policy Analyst 


■ |'he Buckeye Institute 

ftS Bast Broad Street, Suite 1120 1 Columbus, Ohio ■13215 
( 6 141224-4422 ■, Bnckev dnsliUtt& .un; 


hi dudes Tailback $ 


[ 


Adjusted FY 17 
Appropriations 

$ 66 , 308 ^ 724^62 6 


Suggested FY 

Total Savings 

GRF Savings 

IS 

Appropriations 
$64,878,199,969 1 

“$1,430,524,657_ 

$583,059,232 


Absent Rollback $ 


Adjusted FY 17 | 
Appropriations 

$66^308,72A626_ l 


Suggested FY 

Total Savings 

GRF Savings 

18 

Appropriations 

$65,253,619,969 

“$1,055,104,657_ 

“$207,639,232 _ 


Not taking into account changes to property tax rollbacks, suggested 
FY18 appropriations reflect a 1,6% decrease in total appropriations 
vs. adjusted FY 17 appropriations 

Inflation over last five yearn has averaged L4% per year. 

FY15 expenditures were 6J5% over FY14 expenditures 

FYJ 6 expenditures were 3.71% over FYJ 5 expenditures 

Adjusted FY17 appropriation is an increase of6 94% over FYJ 6 expenditures 

(50% of increase in just three line items; GRF Medicaid Services, GR1' 
.Foundation Funding, SLF Foundation Funding) 


Specific Suggestions 

1. Flat fund Medicaid services at adjusted 1-Y17 appropriation. 

a. Administration always over ai^propriales. Tins allows them to hype 

under spending. _ . , 

b, Flat landing more closely aligns actual spending to appropriation 

level. 


2, Flat fund GRF Foundation funding for education. 


a The General Assembly lias increased the GRF foundation formula 
by an averse of 5% each of the last.3 FYs (15, 16, & adjusted 17 
appropriation). 


3* Keep ALL appropriation line items at or near current appropriation levels. 


4, For current FY 17 appropriations that are much larger than previous year 
expenditures, use previous expenditures as baseline. 


5. Eliminate unneeded subsidies. For example: 

a. Ohioitna - ($ 1 20, 1 14 i ti ren tal paym ents Sc S160,000 for Ohio L] brary 

Assoei ation s nbsidy). 

b. Ohio Arts Council- Reduce subsidies. 

i. Adjusted FY 17 appropriates nearly $13 million. S cal e back 

to $5 million. 

e r Reduce subsidy for clinical leaching at 6 university medical centers 
by 20%. 


6. Consider modifying 12.5% rollback oil renewal levies 

a. Nearly $2 billion in C3RF is specitically set aside lor reimbursing 

local governments for local levies, 

b. A further reduction of the rollback applied u> renewal levies could 
save varying amounts o! CjRF. 



From: Shawn Kasydi 

Sent: Monday, April 17,2017 10:01 PM 

To: K.asych, Shawn 

Subject: Fwd: Spreadsheet 

Attachments: FY1 S Suggested Approp (Using FY16updule- Draft #2).xlsx; 
ATTOGOOLhtm 


Shawn Kasycli 

216,299.0901 

Begin Forwarded message: 

From: Greg Lawson < tireK@buckeyeinsljlute.org > 

Bate: April 17, 2017 at 11:22:23 AM RDT 

To: Seed TAmdregari < seot tdimdreGan @Enam] ,et,>re >. Shawn Rasy eh 
<shawn, ka s~v chfalmri ai 1. eom > 

Subject: Re: Spreadsheet 


GrcgR. Lawson 
Senior Policy Anatysf 


The Buckeye lliiititvitt 

8£ East Broad Sired, Suite 1120 | Columbus, Obi a 43215 
ili 14 122-1-1422 ! Bu&kgvdJistjt iite.nve 



September 7, 2016 Prepared by the Legislative Service Commission 
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